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At these Down East dog

al t dO S trials, creativity prevails and
S cheating is encouraged.

ne alance at the sauffy
collection of canines
gathered on the docks in
Bocldand, Manes, and vou know:
This 13 no ordinary dog show.
The fowr-leggad contestants
at thiz vear’s Boatvard Dog Tnals
aren’t the kind of pups to presn.
They zeam mare concernad with
hzang 2 great swim than reaching

the firuzh line. Az orgamzer Dave

uting the competition, Barbara Hart
D(at-m-‘e) throws a line to Jake from a
zmall inflatable bozt. Thiz old dog learned
hiz new trick at age 9. Right: Soldado
and her handler performn elaborate stunts
during the event's freestyle portion.
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Gatchell explans, “Pafedionis
not requred here ™

The 1dea for aquatic dog
trials arew out of 2 column 1n
Matee Boats, Homes & Havbow
magaane And pubhshar [ohn
Harzon Jr says thev've stayed
resolutely informal fram the start:
“B wet dog tales the precionen ass
ont of thiz event,” he saye
“We don't show up on
W estminster’s radar.”

In thiz marques component of

TEXET BY
GAYLE K. CHRISTOPHEE.

FHOT QGEAFHY BY
SAR A GEAY
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the annual Maeine Bost, Homes & Harbore Show, dogs
compete 1n the obetacle course, a fresstyle nck
portion, and a freefor-dl sicle chase Thers are thrae
rles that may (or may not) be enforced. First, some-
one on sach team must get wat, 5 econdly, cheating 13
encouraged, and bribery 1z 2 given for theee who
really want to win the treasured “Pup Cup.” The
third rmle: Thers are no other mlee The mdges’
decizion 15 find, and seriousnes of any land 15
strongly dizeoyraged. “The 1dea iz to avad gething
too competitive,” save Dave “It'z about doge and
thar paople doing silly things ™

Az dog-and-handl ar teams prepare to parads
through the show grounds, some grand pretiring goes
on. “You guys have dready met and growled at sach
other,” save D enms Gallant to his teammats, Sadie,
az thay chack out the competiion. The defending
charap, Bonz Bearenanef, an mpoang Mewfoundland,
and hiz owner, Carlton Johnzon, confidently join

the group.

Thonugh cther contestants may lack sxpenence and

sze 1n comparizon, Al have heart and style. Tyler, 2
Chihuahya, amves the mormimmg of the hals weanng
a bright red hfe jacket and vawning deeply—oba-

ously nmmpreassed by lus opponents. Hiz owner, Calia

Knight, sase, “Tvlar has been traning to get along
with the bigear dogs. Mommy will be fetching
the stck.”

Jalks, a 9—year-old black Lab, got the mckname
“Black Vac” becanse of hiz fondness for anumbe and
other people’s lunches. He lost the 2008 tral: for
faling to cheat His fresstyle tnick, devounng treats,
waz alzo sppect. “Bating = not considered a talsnt for
a black Lab,” saw owner Babara Hart. This time out,
Jakee sports 2 sailor anit and 2 fow new icks Dunng
the fresstyle portion, Jake catches 2 spring hine from
an mcoming boat and pulls the orafft to the dodk
Bnbes of homemade cockis are then femed to the
Judges “A black Lab giving meay coololes 12 2 tdk,”
says Barbara

Jake's man competiion, soldade, performs 2 more
alaborate feat—chmbing a ladder and halping to pull 2
rabbit out of her handlar’s top hat. It's enough to gst
her into 2 head-to-head shrygal e for the championship.
But Jake's supportars wave sighs and chant his name
dunng the fichrealear, resulting m hiz triymph. “The
first vear wea played it straght—no cheating, no brib-
ary,” save Barbara, “Thiz vear we deaded tostep 1t
up.” @
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= safety officer
A for his boatyard,
Tyler (left) wears hiz
badge proudly. 1t's
pinned toalite jachket

that has a camy rap

for owner Celia Knight,

"He's like a six-pack,”

Celia says as she
plucks him out of the

| hartor. Balow: Desis-

nated course munner
Henri shows contes-
tants how to navigate
an upturned dinghy on
the obstacle course.
The zpringer spaEn el
alzo delights the coved

by "zinging” on cue,

he fitst rule of
competition: At

least ane member of

: the team must et wet,



